
The best things to do with babies/toddlers 
to prepare them to be future readers are: 

TALK, SING, READ, WRITE & PLAY! 
 

Why reading is important:  increases 
vocabulary/knowledge. To learn how books 

work, and develop good feelings for books. 
Make reading interactive.    EX. 

 

 DANCE YOUR FINGERS 

Dance your fingers up  

Dance your fingers down. 

Dance your fingers side to side 

And dance them all around. 

Dance them on your shoulders 

Dance them on your head. 

Dance them on your tummy 

And put them all to bed. 
 

SING A SONG OF SIXPENCE 

Sing a song of sixpence,  

a pocket full of rye, 

4 & 20 blackbirds baked in a pie. 

When the pie was opened, 

The birds began to sing. 

Wasn’t that a dainty dish to set before 

the king? 

 

IF YOU’RE HAPPY AND  

YOU KNOW IT 

If you’re happy and you know it, clap your 

hands. 

If you’re happy and you know it, clap your 

hands. 

If you’re happy and you know it, 

Then your face will surely show it. 

If you’re happy and you know it, clap your 

hands. 

3. Shout Hooray! 

             

IF YOU’RE HAPPY AND  

YOU KNOW IT 

If you’re happy and you know it, 

clap your hands. 

If you’re happy and you know it, 

clap your hands. 

If you’re happy and you know it, 

Then your face will surely show it. 

If you’re happy and you know it, 

clap your hands. 

2. Stomp your feet 

 

OPEN, SHUT THEM 

Open, shut them, open, shut them 

Let your hands go CLAP CLAP CLAP 

Open, shut them, open, shut them 

Drop them in your LAP, LAP, LAP. 

 

JOHNNY WHOOPS 

(start with pinky) 

Johnny, Johnny, Johnny, Johnny, 

WHOOPS, Johnny WHOOPS, 

Johnny, Johnny, Johnny, Johnny, 

(repeat with everyone’s name) 

????????? 

THE MORE WE GET TOGETHER 

The more we get together, 

together, together, 

The more we get together, 

The happier we’ll be. 

 

For your friends are my friends, 

And my friends are your friends. 

The more we get together, 

The happier we’ll be. 

    The more we read together……. 


